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TO WRITE
LETTERS POLICY: The Daily News
welcomes letters to the editor. Letters
can be no more than 300 words, must
be legibly written or typed. The author
must sign the letter and include a 
telephone number and address where
the author can be reached. Writers are
limited to one letter per month. We 
reserve the right to edit for length, libel
and content in poor taste. Mail letters
to 100 S. Sixth Ave., West Bend
53095, fax 262-338-1984 or
email: letters@conleynet.com

The new AT age — “After Trump” — began on either
Election Day, Nov. 3, or on Inauguration Day, Jan. 20. But
either way, reality as we had known it for four years has
been abruptly reinvented.

Pfizer had hinted that a vaccine could be ready in late
October. Then, mysteriously, it wasn’t. Then, stranger
still, it appeared — a few days after Election Day.

Suddenly, after Joe Biden’s inauguration, Illinois, Michi-
gan and other blue states eased some of their lockdown
restrictions to get their economies back on track despite
little change in COVID-19 rates.

During the Trump Age, the president was supposedly
responsible for every death from COVID-19. Now, the
media reports that career scientists and health adminis-
trators in the federal government, especially at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, were largely to
blame for past slow testing, and were tardy and lax in
apprising the nation of the infectious threat.

The Biden campaign’s widely reported promises of a
new, superior COVID-19 plan turned out to be more of the
same old, same old from the Trump Age.

Biden did mandate the wearing of masks on all federal
property. But he then immediately undermined his own
order during the first few hours on the job by going mask-

less during a photo op at the Lincoln
Memorial.

Stranger still, President Biden
announced during his first few hours in
office: “There’s nothing we can do to
change the trajectory of the pandemic
in the next several months.”

For the first time, we now learn that
there is “nothing” Biden can do about
COVID-19?

Despite millions of vaccine doses
being produced when he entered office,
Biden went on to warn that many more
Americans will die in the next few
months — more than 600,000 COVID-19
fatalities in total. The watchdog media
just shrugged.

Coincidentally, after weeks of disas-
trous state incompetence in getting resi-
dents vaccinated, Amazon has told the
new administration that it will lend its
infrastructure and organization to
speed up vaccinations. If Amazon could

announce that in late January, why not weeks earlier?
Speaking of Amazon, it is opposing mail-in ballots for its

own employees voting on whether to unionize a warehouse
in Alabama. Amazon says it’s worried about fraud. Yet
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos also owns the Washington Post,
which ridiculed those who were concerned about massive
mail-in voting in the 2020 election.

Coincidentally, with the inauguration of a new presi-
dent, “nonpartisan” COVID-19 czar Anthony Fauci, direc-
tor of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases, now suddenly accuses his former boss, Donald
Trump, of ignoring his wise counsel.

But for all of 2020, Fauci had been a master of the “noble
lie” — the Platonic idea that government elites should
deliberately misinform the supposedly less intelligent peo-
ple for their own good.

Fauci gave conflicting assessments on mask-wearing, on
the percentages needed to achieve herd immunity, and on
the impossibility of the virus having originated in a
Wuhan laboratory. He claimed that he offered false or
unproven narratives to avoid panic, or to encourage Amer-
icans to follow his correct policies.

In the new age, expect the media and government to sud-
denly resent any mention of pushback against a sitting
president. Questions about the Biden family’s past multi-
million-dollar influence peddling overseas or Biden’s cog-
nitive ability can no longer be asked.

If the Republicans win the House of Representatives in
2022 and follow the new Democratic model of impeaching
a first-term president without a special counsel report, it
will be called a national disgrace.

Even worse, we will be told, would be the reckless men-
tion of the 25th Amendment. The very suggestion of
removing an elected president due to supposed cognitive
challenges will become abhorrent.

For that matter, so too would be the appointment of any
special counsel. Why waste two years, $35 million and
dozens of lawyers to harass a sitting president with
unfounded charges of Ukrainian or Chinese “collusion”?

In our brave new world, we will hear no more retired
military officers weighing in on the “fascism” of the com-
mander in chief.

None will compare the recurring violence of antifa or
Black Lives Matter to that of Islamic terrorists. None will
compare Biden, who dismissed antifa as a mere “idea,” to
Mussolini or the Nazis. Any retired officer who smears the
president, we will be reminded, would violate the Uniform
Code of Military Justice.

The media, Silicon Valley, Wall Street, Hollywood, top
retired military brass, corporate America, universities
and professional sports are all recalibrating the truth for
our Year One.

In about a month, they will have it down. And soon, we
won’t even be able to tell the old reality from the new.

(Author Victor Davis Hanson, a historian at the Hoover
Institution at Stanford University, is a recipient of the 2007
National Humanities Medal. He can be reached by emailing
authorvdh@gmail.com.)
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Silicon Valley is waging war on free
speech. 

In the wake of the deadly riot at the
U.S. Capitol by supporters of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Twitter has per-
manently banned the former comman-
der in chief. Facebook blocked Trump
from posting at least until after Presi-
dent Joe Biden took office. Trump’s
account is still suspended. Reddit,
Shopify, Snapchat and others followed
suit in banning the former president
and his supporters, temporarily or
permanently. 

The shrinking of what should be a
broad marketplace of ideas — like
them or not — continues. This is
called censorship. And that censor-
ship is taking an even more sinister
shape. The social media site Parler
has been suspended from Google’s and
Apple’s app stores, and Amazon has
stopped providing the company with
cloud services, effectively killing the
service and prompting Parler to
launch a federal lawsuit against the
tech giant. Parler is favored by Trump
supporters, conservatives, conspiracy
theorists and right-wing extremists. 

The killing of Parler amounts to a
chilling assault on speech. 

The bans may not be illegal, per se
— though Parler is alleging anti-com-
petitive practices. But the answer to

“bad” speech — to lies and hate and
misinformation — is more speech.
The cure is not to hide the bad speech
from the public eye. 

Some of the exchange on Parler is
unconscionable. But to pretend that
Facebook and Twitter don’t host death
threats and racism and anti-Semitism
is laughable. It’s true that Parler users
(estimated at about 15 million) dis-
cussed and coordinated the riot at the
Capitol. But does anyone seriously
think that banning the site would have
halted it? 

Even international figures like Ger-
many’s Angela Merkel has pointed out
the conflict with American ideals,
calling these recent acts a breach of
the “fundamental right to free
speech.” 

In the end, we must defend people’s
right to say things we don’t agree
with, even if what is said is false and
objectionable. 

To do otherwise undermines our
country’s principles and, at the same
time, simply doesn’t work. Make no
mistake, the uglier aspects of the con-
versation on social media sites, main-
stream and otherwise, will find new
outlets. For example, the CEO of Gab,
an alternative social networking site,
managed to back up Trump’s Twitter
account and recreate it there. 

Sending such conversations under-
ground will only allow them to fester
and simmer, unchecked and unmoni-
tored, fueling a radicalized counter-
cultural populism with a grudge to
nurse. Being unaware of bad thoughts
and evil speech is not a protection. It’s
burying our heads in the sand. It’s
ignorance of what is going on around
us. 

The answer remains the same as it
always has been: We must counter bad
speech with more and better speech. 

Social media, like much of the news
media, has become a wedge between
Americans who are decamping to dif-
ferent platforms along ideological
lines in the tens of thousands in the
wake of the bans. That cannot be a
good thing for the country. 

Trump should answer for the role of
his speech in the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S.
Capitol. The law enumerates explicit
standards for incitements to violence
and insurrection; if Trump is found
guilty of violating those standards, he
should be prosecuted. 

Banning him from social media
accounts will serve merely to incense
his followers further, as they correctly
decry the move as un-American. 

Let discourse continue. Let dis-
course return. 

— Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

By Jen Wimmer

“People who began a new job in the
midst of a pandemic” is most likely a
select club of which I am a proud
member. As I reflect on the first six
months of my tenure as superinten-
dent of the West Bend School District,
I remain honored to be chosen to lead
this district and I am certainly very
happy to be here and look forward to a
bright future for the West Bend School
District.

My first task after joining this
school district was to work collabora-
tively to create and implement a plan
to reopen our school buildings for in-
person learning five days a week and
establish a full-time virtual school for
grades K-12. For our school buildings,
our focus included implementing mit-
igation efforts to prevent spread of the
virus in our schools and communities
while also continuing a high level of
instruction in the midst of those
efforts. 

The success which the West Bend
School District and other schools in
the area have had with in-person
instruction this school year could not
have been possible without the guid-
ance and support from the Washing-
ton Ozaukee Public Health Depart-
ment. Everyone at the department has
been a strong guiding force to assist us

in this new mode of
operation. Most of all,
our students have been
resilient and they have
been engaged in learn-
ing. Of course, time
cannot stand still for
them as they move for-
ward with their learn-
ing and their activities

as they pursue their dreams and goals. 
The school district doesn’t stand

still, either. Our efforts for continuous
improvement remain in place as we
moved ahead with year two of our
focus on literacy instructional strate-
gies in grades K-8 to improve reading
and comprehension districtwide. We
also moved forward with robust sup-
port services in social and emotional
wellness and learning. In addition to
more training for our staff through a
Wisconsin Department of Justice
grant, we will continue to provide stu-
dents with ways to decrease emotional
distress while offering them tools to
have more positive attitudes toward
oneself and others, as well as stronger
confidence, persistence, and commit-
ment to school.

Our experiences with the virtual
learning environment have provided
constructive lessons learned and
avenues to follow in examining both
short-term virtual learning such as

for snow days and a full-time virtual
school as a viable option for families
and students that desire that environ-
ment. We most likely experienced our
last “snow day” as we will implement
distance learning during inclement
weather in the future.

Our future plans for the district
include gaining community input this
summer or fall to refine our vision for
the future of education in the West
Bend School District. This will
include conversations and feedback
related to safety, instruction, facilities,
as well as other topics.  

Thank you to our students, staff,
families and communities for the
warm welcome. While in many cases
this was over a video meeting, I look
forward to expanding my community
activities after the pandemic is over so
I can also frequently share the great
things taking place at the West Bend
School District. When we can welcome
large numbers of guests to our schools
again, I hope to see many community
members at concerts, plays, and ath-
letic events. Our students have much
talent to share and our dedicated staff
are proud to support their accom-
plishments. Thank you for your sup-
port of the West Bend School District. 

(Jen Wimmer is superintendent of
the West Bend School District.)

The ‘After Trump’
era begins 

Lots of things changing 
under new administration

“So every single day, I found something to be
thankful for, and that’s a powerful lesson.”

— Alice Barrett

TODAY’S INSPIRATION

GUEST OPINION

Virus isn’t breaking all community bonds
Pandemic offers lessons amid challenges

Wimmer

Open Meetings 
& Open Records Law
Section 19.31, Wisconsin Statutes
“In recognition of the fact that a representative
government of the American type is dependent
upon an informed electorate, it is declared to be
the public policy of this state that all persons are
entitled to the greatest possible information
regarding the affairs of government and the offi-
cial acts of those officers and employees who
represent them.
“Further, providing persons with such information
is declared to be an essential function of repre-
sentative government and an integral part of the
routine duties of officers and employees whose
responsibility it is to provide such information.”
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What do you think?

Responders are required to sign
their names. Please provide a
phone number for verification and
the community where you live.
Your phone number will not be
published.
Phone: 262-513-2641
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FIRST AMENDMENT

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
gives the press the right to publish news,
information and opinions without government

interference.  

The war on free speech


