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By Patrice Onwuka 
RealClearWire

Inflation accelerated once again last month to a 40-year
high as the Consumer Price Index rose 9.1% from one year
ago, forcing poor, elderly and middle-class Americans to
confront harsh realities to pay for necessities.

Today, it costs 12.2% more to put food on the table at
home, about 60% more to drive to work and 2.8% more to
take public transit than it did just last year. Families are
turning to food banks for help in unprecedented numbers,
with donors and foundations rising to meet the challenge.
But even charitable dollars can’t escape the corrosive
impacts of inflation. In this land of plenty, 2022 may be the
hungriest summer on record for Americans up and down
the income scale.

According to Feeding America, 53 million people turned
to food banks, food pantries and meal programs in 2021,
one-third more than prior to the COVID-19 pandemic,
when millions of Americans relied on food banks — some
for the first time — as workers lost jobs or were temporar-
ily unemployed. Today, many people are back to work, but
real wages, or inflation-adjusted pay, keeps falling, as gro-
cery prices rise. Again, food banks are seeing long lines for
help and reporting spiking demand.

Most households have begun to alter their spending deci-
sions because of inflation. However, inflation is robbing
the most vulnerable in our society, such as those with low
incomes or on a fixed budget, of the dignity to live a nor-
mal life. Since proportionately, they spend more of their
budgets on groceries and energy, price volatility triggers
food insecurity and forces them to make existential choic-
es. Consider the dire stories that church food pantries
hear of people contemplating suicide or not eating for
days. Food banks and pantries are as critical as ever to
help them meet their most basic needs.

In America, our civil society springs to action whenever
people are in need. As with other crises, shelters, food
pantries and feeding programs, soup kitchens and other
direct service organizations have stepped up their distri-
bution to meet the burgeoning demand from clients up and

down the income ladder. In turn, they
depend on gifts from private individuals
and foundations to meet those needs. Yet
these frontline aid workers are also
being squeezed by inflation from differ-
ent directions.

Sadly, inflation is allowing givers no
rest. Rising food and gasoline prices
make it costlier to deliver goods and ser-
vices. For example, in California, the
Alameda County Community Food
Bank’s expenditures jumped from a
prepandemic monthly average of
$250,000 to as high as $1.5 million. Sup-
ply chain disruptions that plagued our
economy still persist as well, prompting
organizations to find ways around
securing food items for distribution or

implementing rationing on staples like meat.
Wages are rising, but this benefit — although good for

workers — places greater pressure on nonprofit budgets.
Organizations must offer their employees more money to
stave off staff departures, especially in a jobs market with
over 11 million unfilled positions. Every additional dollar
allotted for salary is a dollar less for services.

In the meantime, inflation threatens to impact overall
giving to charity as well. The generosity of the American
people has been a stopgap for surging demand during the
pandemic and other crises. While megagifts by wealthy
donors attract headlines, they only account for about 5%
of individuals giving to our charitable sector.

In fact, giving is actually a part of life for Americans of
all walks of life. About six out of 10 U.S. households donate
to charity in a given year. Individuals gave $484.85 billion
to charities in 2021 according to Giving USA, 4% more
than 2020 but a negative 0.7% when adjusted for inflation.
This represents two-thirds of overall giving to the constel-
lation of organizations that comprise our civil society —
from churches to soup kitchens to research institutes.

Unfortunately, rising prices reduce the value of each dol-
lar donated, eroding donors’ giving power. Even more con-
cerning, giving levels could cool over the uncertainty of
inflation. Levels of consumption seem to be leveling off
and Americans are dipping into their savings to just main-
tain their quality of life. A pullback in giving now would
have devastating consequences: leaving nonprofits with
fewer resources and hungry bellies empty.

Americans came together during a once-in-a-generation
pandemic. The needs have returned, so we must come
together again to help each other weather these current
economic headwinds. If you are uncertain about where to
give, helping local food banks and pantries would be a
good place to start.

(Patrice Onwuka is adjunct senior fellow at The Philan-
thropy Roundtable and director of the Center for Economic
Opportunity at Independent Women’s Forum.)
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City needs more parking
for those with disabilities

To the editor:
My wife and I recently moved to

West Bend from Nevada. We have fall-

en in love with downtown West Bend
but are very much disappointed by
the lack of available handicap park-
ing. 

Both my wife and myself have
handicaps and find it very difficult to
park in close proximity to many of

the lovely shops and restaurants
located on Main Street. I think the
city should adopt a code that would
provide additional handicap parking
spaces in downtown West Bend.

Douglas Stimpson
West Bend

By Jennifer Wimmer

At the West Bend School District’s
annual meeting and budget hearing
on September 26, 2022, a preliminary
budget for 2022-2023, which has been
in development over the past 10
months, will be presented and dis-
cussed during the budget hearing. 

Each year in the annual meeting
portion of the evening, resolutions
are presented for a vote by the elec-
tors. The resolutions include the rec-
ommended tax levies for the school
district budget, the disposition/dis-
posal of school property and how the
School Board must approve it, and
the yearly salary of the School Board
members. 

As mentioned, the budget is many
months in the making. Planning for
the upcoming fiscal year (July 1-June
30) budget begins with forecasting
details such as enrollment and
staffing as well as department and
program needs. Other details like
capital projects continue to be devel-
oped and prioritized in the ensuing
months. There is board work almost
monthly related to budget develop-
ment. Even though the fiscal year
begins on July 1, final information on
state aid becomes available mid-Octo-
ber; therefore, the final budget, levy,
and taxation rate is voted on by the

School Board at its sec-
ond meeting in Octo-
ber. 

Being responsible
stewards of taxpayer
funds is a critical role
of the West Bend
School District and the
West Bend School
Board. As part of our

long-term capital planning strategy,
we have actively managed debt obli-
gations from previous capital
improvement referendums, including
early repayment. In fact, the 2022-2023
tax levy includes funds to complete
repayment of referendum debt and
achieve debt-free status for the West
Bend School District. 

Our strategy also included refi-
nancing for lower interest rates,
which saved taxpayers more than $1.5
million. State law permits a maxi-
mum of 20 years to repay debt. Our
multi-year strategy will allow the
West Bend School District to pay off
each referendum in 14 and 11 years
from each approval date. 

Accelerating debt repayment was
implemented along with a balanced
operating budget. Recently, for the
West Bend School District and many
others, federal ESSER funds have
been used to balance the budget.
ESSER funds are one-time use only

and will run out in 2024. I invite com-
munity members to get more infor-
mation on our budget and finances on
the West Bend School District web-
site at west-bend.k12.wi.us under
“Departments.” 

The West Bend School District and
West Bend School Board will contin-
ue our trajectory of managing debt,
balancing budgets, and establishing
one of the lowest mill rates in the
state. The communities we serve can
be assured that this philosophy,
which has been in place for many
years, remains as we prepare for bud-
get-related challenges that include
effectively addressing aging facili-
ties, rightsizing the district, and bud-
geting to address a projected funding
shortfall. 

(Jennifer Wimmer is superintendent
of the West Bend School District.)

The ill-named Inflation Reduction
Act is being touted by Democrats and
others as, among other things, the fast
track to a zero-emissions future. 

They argue the slowing manufactur-
ing industry and curtailed automotive
production calls for more government
stimulation, particularly so electric
vehicles are able to take hold and lead
the nation into a green energy future. 

Key to this, they say, are tax credits
to make EVs more affordable for low-
to-middle income buyers. 

But it will be fortunate if the pack-
age moves even a single EV off the lot. 

Stipulations in the bill will make the
majority of EVs currently on the mar-
ket ineligible for subsidies. The
unfilled promises will confuse con-
sumers and make it more difficult for
automotive companies to meet the
ambitious requirement to transform
to a majority-electric fleet by 2030. 

Roughly 75% of the electric vehicles
models available for purchase in the
U.S. — including battery, plug-in
hybrid and fuel cell EVs — won’t qual-
ify for the subsidies, at least in the
first few years, according to Michigan
economist Patrick Anderson. 

Once additional sourcing require-
ments for parts go into effect, Ander-
son says no electric vehicle models
will qualify. 

The law requires that electric vehi-
cles be assembled in North America.
But assembly capacity in the region is

limited, meaning most EVs are still
being built overseas. A more realistic
phase-in of the domestic content
requirements for battery components,
minerals and other parts would have
made the tax credit more attainable. 

The bill also imposes price caps on
EVs that are lower than the typical
selling price of an electric vehicle,
creating an additional impediment on
the retail end. The government says it
will give the credits directly to deal-
ers. But if they’re forced to offer EVs
at lower-than-market value, they still
lose. 

There are also income thresholds to
qualify for the tax breaks: $150,000 for
single filers and $300,000 for joint fil-
ers. Income will be calculated on a
modified adjusted gross basis, which
is an obscure formula that typically
means adding back deductions. Again,
that means fewer consumers will
qualify. 

The gap between what is being
advertised and the benefits car con-
sumers would actually see as a result
of this legislation is likely to disap-
point American consumers, many of
whom will lose the credits they’re cur-
rently receiving for EV purchases. 

“Americans who would otherwise
receive the credit today will no longer
be able to take advantage of this finan-
cial incentive to purchase an EV,” says
John Bozzella, CEO of the Alliance for
Automotive Innovation, in a blog post.

“The $7,500 credit might exist on
paper, but no vehicles will qualify for
this purchase incentive over the next
few years.” 

The automotive industry and its reg-
ulators have set ambitious targets for
transitioning internal combustion
engine vehicles to electric. Bozzella
notes the actual disincentives that
constitute the “tax subsidies” will be a
major setback to collective goals of 40-
50% EV fleets by 2030. 

We’ve opposed the tax credits for
electric vehicle purchases since their
inception. Buyers of EVs tend to be in
the higher income brackets and
should be able pay for their own cars
and trucks. 

But if they’re going to be offered,
they should be available to all Ameri-
cans, not just the ones who buy EVs
built by union workers in North
America. 

Democrats’ desire to shield labor
unions and domestic automakers
from competition will end up making
the EV hand-outs in this bill all but
useless. 

— The Detroit News (TNS)
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Inflation is straining
the charitable sector

“The question isn’t who is going to let
me, it’s who is going to stop me.”

— Ayn Rand
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West Bend school budgets 
months in the making 

Annual schools budget meeting set for Sept. 26 

Stipulations in the bill will make the
majority of EVs currently on the
market ineligible for subsidies.

Our strategy also included
refinancing for lower interest
rates, which saved taxpayers 

more than $1.5 million.

Wimmer
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Spending bill’s EV subsidies won’t work


