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With the new year comes the beginning of Wiscon-
sin’s biennial budget season. By far, the budget is the
most important thing that the Legislature does. This
budget is the third that will be negotiated between a
Republican-led Legislature and Democrat Governor
Tony Evers. The public positioning has already
begun. 

After the election in which the voters decided to
continue with divided government by strengthening
Republican legislative majorities and reelecting Gov-
ernor Evers, the Republican legislative leaders floated
a few ideas for compromise on education, taxes, and
abortion policy. Governor Evers promptly rejected
every idea. 

As Evers begins his second term as governor, we
have learned a few things about his character that
should inform the budget process. First, Evers is a
leftist ideologue. His worldview does not allow for
compromise as evidenced by his immediate rejection
of any olive branches. Second, he is untrustworthy.
Remember that this is the same bloke who secretly
recorded conversations with Republicans and
released the recordings to the media for political gain.

Third, Evers is not above taking
credit for the work of others when
it gives him political advantage.
Evers ran on the fact that he
signed a tax cut even though he
opposed it every step of the way. 

Knowing Evers’ character and
style of governing, legislative
Republicans should take a bold,
positive approach that seizes the
initiative. Republicans must begin
by forcing meaningful accountabil-
ity for education. As previously
documented in in this column, the
performance of the state’s govern-
ment schools is abysmal and get-
ting worse. Parents know it. Kids
know it. Teachers know it. Evers’
unwavering support for a system
that is systemically racist and bro-
ken is a travesty. 

Republicans must shift the dis-
cussion from funding (schools are

already overfunded) to accountability. Wisconsinites
have a strong tradition of investing in education and
our schools should be held accountable to deliver a
quality education for kids with that investment. Many
of them do not. Accountability is sorely lacking in
our government schools. The Legislature should use
their power of the purse to force it. 

It is clear from the election that Wisconsin’s abor-
tion law is out of sync with the majority of the elec-
torate. On principle, I cannot support any effort to
soften a good law that protects babies. If Republicans
were to pass a compromise bill that allows abortions
up to 15 weeks, for example, it would be more in line
with the Wisconsin electorate. Evers has promised to
veto any such compromise because Evers is a passion-
ate supporter of unrestricted abortion up to the point
of birth. Republicans would do well to point out just
how radically abhorrent Evers’ position on abortion
is — especially in context of the important election
for the Wisconsin Supreme Court that will be taking
place at the same time as the budget debate. 

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos has suggested that
Wisconsin pass a fair flat income tax to replace its
discriminatory progressive income tax. Evers rejected
the idea out of hand in support of making the income
tax even more discriminatory with a tax cut targeted
at a subset of taxpayers. Republicans should go one
step further and eliminate the state income tax com-
pletely using the project surplus combined with a
minimal increase in the sales tax to rebalance the
budget. 

Eliminating the income tax would reshape the
debate and force Evers to defend why Wisconsin
should continue to tax retirees, small-business own-
ers, remote employees who can work from anywhere,
and everyone else while seven other states manage to
operate their state governments without a state
income tax. When Republicans are offering every Wis-
consin taxpayer a substantial tax cut, Evers will be in
a position of defending the status quo. Who knows?
Maybe Evers will see the light and become the gover-
nor who eliminated the state income tax. One can
hope. 

One of the reasons that there was a Republican
power outage in the November election is that Repub-
licans in many states (Florida and Texas excluded)
did not give their supporters a meaningful policy
agenda about which to get excited. Wisconsin’s
Republicans should use their legislative majorities to
reframe the debate and lead from the front. 

(Owen B. Robinson is a conservative political com-
mentator and former West Bend resident. He can be
reached at owen@bootsandsabers.com.)

Open Meetings & Open Records Law
Section 19.31, Wisconsin Statutes
“In recognition of the fact that a representative government of the
American type is dependent upon an informed electorate, it is
declared to be the public policy of this state that all persons are enti-
tled to the greatest possible information regarding the affairs of gov-
ernment and the official acts of those officers and employees who
represent them.
“Further, providing persons with such information is declared to be
an essential function of representative government and an integral
part of the routine duties of officers and employees whose responsi-
bility it is to provide such information.”

Knowing
Evers’ 

character 
and style of
governing,
legislative

Republicans
should take a
bold, positive

approach 
that seizes 

the initiative.

OWEN
ROBINSON

Maybe ‘uneducated’ 
voters knew more 
than thought

To the editor:
What if those alleged “uneducated”

18- to 24-year-olds that Don Krier
alluded to (Dec. 17) are actually the
educated ones?

They possibly voted to save democ-
racy from the “indoctrinated” ones
who would turn our republic over to
a group that is willing to deny elec-

tions and allow an autocracy to be
formed.

Maybe those who believe that they
are the only intelligent ones are the
actual “indoctrinated” ones who con-
sume a steady diet of Newsmax, Fox
News, Belling, Weber and others who
spew the same mind drivel day after
day.

Maybe a thank-you is in order to
those 18- to 24-year-olds for helping to
save our great republic — our democ-
racy. That may be the fact.

Sonny Schaefer
Hartford 

By Jen Wimmer

Renee Wilberg, a Fair Park Ele-
mentary kindergarten teacher,
recently shared the story of four
retirees with backgrounds in educa-
tion who volunteer in her classroom.
According to Mrs. Wilberg, their pos-
itive impact on her students is a dif-
ference maker. 

As a school district, we recognize
how important it is to have volun-
teers provide their gift of time,
enthusiasm, or skills. We also wel-
come local businesses or nonprofit
organizations for partnerships to
provide their unique knowledge,
skills, and expertise to our students
in a way that may help the students
find a career path and/or gain a
greater appreciation for and knowl-
edge of their community. 

Ruth Ruh retired as an administra-
tive assistant at West Bend East
High School in 2016 where she loved
the fast pace and working with the
students and staff. Once retired, she
missed that. So volunteering at Fair
Park Elementary School was an easy
choice. Ruh told Mrs. Wilberg,
“Kindergarten was the right fit for
me; the kids are adorable. I receive
so much more than I give. Volunteer-
ing has been a game changer for
me.” Penny Moniz also volunteers at
Fair Park. She shared that she
taught for more than 33 years, most
of the time in middle school lan-
guage arts in Brandon. In addition,
another of Mrs. Wilberg’s volun-
teers, Gloria Patoka, was an
accounts payable assistant at the

School District of
Whitefish Bay,
where her office
was in the high
school and she
interacted with stu-
dents every day. 

Joyce Diels also
volunteers for Mrs.
Wilberg. She is a
retired mathemat-
ics teacher at the

elementary, secondary, and collegiate
levels. She even taught future ele-
mentary and secondary teachers at
Martin Luther College in New Ulm,
Minnesota. What we find in volun-
teers in the West Bend Schools is an
enthusiasm that is contagious and
an example of selflessness that all
children can learn from. Joyce Diels
told Mrs. Wilberg, “I love to see stu-
dents make connections between
what they know and what they have
recently experienced. The joy they
express when they can assist a fel-
low student with a new concept and
the enthusiasm they display as they
develop a love for learning is amaz-
ing.” 

Says Mrs. Wilberg, “I am so grate-
ful and fortunate to have four amaz-
ing women that come in every week
to read and work with students.
These women are patient, loyal,
kind, trustworthy, and skilled. With
their education backgrounds, they
have found that volunteering helps
them stay connected to the needs of
our children.” 

Volunteers can come from those
who are retired, like these four
ladies, or people with flexible work

schedules. Parent teacher organiza-
tions meet in the evenings to make
attendance easier and some even
offer free child care during the meet-
ing. How about seeing a new place
like a farm, rock quarry, or petting
zoo through the eyes of a child? Vol-
unteer for a field trip and you can.
The rewards are worth it. 

From Mrs. Wilberg, “I have always
had an open-door policy in my class-
room. Because of this, I recruit,
encourage, and welcome volunteers
to help join us in creating a warm
learning community with and for all
ages.” 

Whether it is parent teacher orga-
nizations, booster clubs, event staff,
field trips, or in the classrooms, vol-
unteers are invaluable to our stu-
dents and staff. If you would like to
learn more about volunteering in a
West Bend School District school or
setting up a partnership, please
review our website at west-
bend.k12.wi.us or contact Cindy Gal-
lun at cgallun@wbsd-schools.org or
262-306-4800.

(Jen Wimmer is superintendent of
the West Bend School District.) 

‘Uneducated’
vote comment

It is really amazing to read some of
the letters in this newspaper, when
one thinks of it in terms of a totally
uninformed voter. Dan Krier is a fre-
quent writer in the commentary
page. In one of his letters, he was
bragging up Trump and Ron John-
son. I decided to call him and remind
him that a couple of weeks prior to
the November election, Senator John-
son said in a rally that it was an
unarmed insurrection. He responded

in a loud voice that there was not one
weapon at the capital! He also said
that whatever news channel I am
watching is lying. 

If any of you watched the Jan. 6th
hearings, you obviously heard many
courageous Capitol Police officers
describing several Trump rioters
with weapons on their communica-
tion devices. There was also a man
with a semi-automatic weapon. In
addition, Mr. Krier didn't even know
that those disgusting rioters defecat-
ed on our sacred Capitol halls. I sub-
mit that he and many others only get

their news and info from Fox News
and become a completely uninformed
voter. 

— Greg Palecek, West Bend
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