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By Jakob Puckett 
RealClearWire

Try as they might to mitigate the severe energy crisis
plaguing the U.S., the Biden administration’s attempt to shore
up supply is a few wellheads short of an oil rig.

With gasoline prices averaging over $4.60 per gallon and
several electric grid operators warning of rolling blackouts,
increasing the supply of America’s most critical energy
sources is vital. Fossil fuels account for 80% of America’s
energy usage, yet the administration is intent on curbing oil
and gas supply, cutting gasoline refining capacity, and mak-
ing it more challenging to meet rising electric demands.

Oil prices are hovering around $100 per barrel, and millions
of barrels per day of Russian oil are exiting the market due to
unwilling buyers, international sanctions, and contracted
Western oil companies abandoning drilling sites. With this
dip in the international oil market, the U.S. ought to be
preparing to increase domestic oil supply, but the Biden
administration is simply not interested in that. Instead, it’s
moving to block oil and gas production on federal lands,
where roughly a quarter of American oil is produced. The
Interior Department’s recently proposed five-year offshore
lease plan would block offshore drilling in the Pacific and
Atlantic oceans and offer a small number (possibly zero!) of
leases in the Gulf of Mexico. Onshore, the administration cut
available leased land by 80% and significantly increased roy-
alty fees.

The situation is no different for drilling on private land.
The Environmental Protection Agency lacks the authority to
ban fracking, but is considering regulating America’s most
productive and cost-effective oil field into irrelevance. The
Permian Basin in Texas and New Mexico accounts for 40% of
America’s oil production and 15% of its natural gas produc-
tion. Undeterred by the Supreme Court’s recent rebuke of its
industry-remaking regulations, the EPA is contemplating
using ozone standards to force Texas and New Mexico to curb
oil drilling, potentially jeopardizing 25% of America’s gaso-
line supply.

And yet even if the administration encouraged more
domestic drilling (in contrast to the presi-
dent’s repeated calls for OPEC to pump
more oil), that oil must be refined to turn it
into gasoline and diesel fuel. However, in
the face of increasing renewable fuel man-
dates, gasoline and diesel refining capaci-
ty in the United States has been declining
for years, as many refineries are either
closing or converting to biofuel refineries.

No large refinery has been built for 46
years, in part because of the EPA’s ratch-
eting up of biofuel blending requirements
to unsustainably high levels. Moreover,
the EPA’s recent decision to end its long-
standing practice of granting biofuel
waivers to small refiners will only lead to
more refineries closing under those man-
dates’ costly weight. Regulating refineries
out of business is not the way to lower
gasoline prices.

Nor is the electric grid immune from attention. A new EPA
power plant emissions proposal is so aggressive that four of
the nation’s seven electric grid operators have opposed it cit-
ing threats to grid reliability. Without changes, the rule would
force reliable fossil fuel generation out of service at a time
when ready-at-hand electric generation is rapidly declining
throughout the country. With rising electric demands as the
economy electrifies, shutting down needed power plants will
make it harder to keep more than just the lights on.

Nor is this challenge a far-off possibility. Several grid oper-
ators and regulators have issued warnings that maximum
electric generation may not be enough to meet this summer’s
demands in more than half the country due to early coal and
gas plant closures. Incorporating clean energy is important,
but going too green too fast means summer blackouts may no
longer be confined to California.

Despite the urgency of the situation, there are few policy
moves that would bring down energy prices overnight. In
industries where billion-dollar investments take years to pay
off, long-term certainty and consistency of the kind the Biden
administration refuses to provide are needed.

Fossil fuels are vital for economic activity and global power
projection, and the administration should strategize accord-
ingly. Periodically releasing oil from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve is not a strategy, especially when that oil ends up in
China. Nor is the EPA’s consideration of eliminating half of
America’s liquified natural gas exports or federal regulators
slow-walking permits for a new LNG terminal, at a time when
increasing more environmentally friendly, less emissions-
intensive American exports can help wean European allies
off Russian gas.

But these strategic and economic casualties are not acci-
dental. Across the board, the Biden administration has placed
fossil fuels in its cross-hairs. Americans stuck with high ener-
gy prices are simply collateral damage.

(Jakob Puckett is an energy analyst and a Young Voices con-
tributor. Follow him on Twitter at @jakobrpuckett.)
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Here we go again with the embar-
rassment of Rep. Tim Ramthun and
his run for governor.

Initially, Ramthun ran almost solely
on the conspiracy theory that Donald
Trump lost the 2020 election because
of a “stolen election.” Trump, whose
name did not come up in a governor
debate Sunday, still pushes the dead-
wrong position that the election was
rigged. The latest of many refutations
came from the recent congressional
hearings when Trump’s own attorney
general and his own general counsel
said the election was fair and square. 

Ramthun now has a new conspiracy
theory that the Marquette University
polls have not included his name when
doing their polling.

Charles Franklin, the highly
respected nonpartisan director of the

poll, flat-out denied Ramthun’s allega-
tions. 

It’s understandable that Ramthun,
who serves on the Kewaskum School
Board, is upset with the numbers. He
was backed by 5% in the February
polls, 4% in the April polls and 3% in
the June polls. He and his conspiracy
theories are non-factors.

Franklin was quoted as saying, “I
have no idea where this is coming
from. It’s pretty well documented we
have asked about him. People have

indeed chosen him and support him.
Just not very many.”

Early on in the campaign, Ramthun
offered to anyone that he would show
evidence for his “stolen election”
malarkey. I asked him three times as a
columnist to show me his proof. I got
no response to my request. I am now
asking him for the fourth time. 

Why doesn’t Ramthun just drop out?
It’s because he loves the limelight the
press is giving him, even though his
campaign is a joke. Further, he loves
the campaign contributions he
receives, however meager, so he can
run around the state peddling his B.S.

(John Torinus is chairman of the
board of Serigraph Inc. in West Bend
and blogs regularly at www.johntori-
nus.com.)

By Jen Wimmer

The West Bend School District
offers multiple summer opportuni-
ties for students; however it is also a
time with reduced building use. This
is the optimal time to attend to facili-
ty maintenance and improvements
across the 1.2 million square feet of
space the district maintains. Almost
half of our buildings are more than
50 years old. Projects this year and in
the past include remodeled libraries,
replaced and repaired playground,
sidewalks, parking lot pavement, new
doors and locks, HVAC improve-
ments, classroom and hallway light-
ing, locker replacement, bathroom
remodeling, as well as the always nec-
essary roofing. 

The West Bend School Board has
increased the capital improvement
budget annually by 4% to provide
$1.725 million toward our 2022-2023
maintenance, repair, and remodeling
projects. The majority of the projects
are for maintenance. For example,
the district allocates $600,000 annual-
ly to attend to the roofing replace-
ment cycle.

This summer, two schools will
receive roof replacement/repairs

and all buildings will
have some concrete
repair as well as
asphalt maintenance.
The summer projects
also include new light-
ing in the high school
fieldhouse and replace-
ment of the HVAC con-
trols in the high school
building. In addition,

some of the restrooms at McLane
show the advanced age of the build-
ing. We are replacing them, with one
set replaced last year and two sets
this year. There are also two sets of
restrooms in the high schools build-
ing being replaced this year. 

With 13 buildings, there are more
improvement and maintenance pro-
jects than there is budget. To deter-
mine which projects are moved for-
ward into the completion cycle and
which are deferred, they are
reviewed by facility staff to deter-
mine what is the most pressing and
urgent keeping in mind safety,
instruction, and minimizing struc-
tural degradation. Recommendations
are then reviewed by the School
Board. Some widely used items are
nearing the end of their life cycle,

such as the high school track and
football field. And, there are a num-
ber of deferred projects including
new bleachers in the high school
fieldhouse, HVAC controls in Green
Tree, and roof replacement at Deco-
rah. Both the 2021-22 and 2022-23 capi-
tal improvement budgets include $5
million of deferred projects. 

Our schools have served genera-
tions of district residents well and
our dedicated maintenance staff do
amazing work to stay on budget and
keep the buildings clean and main-
tained. The list of the 2022 projects
approved by the board is located on
the Facilities Management page of
the West Bend School District web-
site, west-bend.k12.wi.us. As the 2022-
2023 projects are being completed,
our facilities staff is already review-
ing its replacement cycles and
deferred projects. Their commitment
to the safety in and around our build-
ings and to the maintenance and
repair of our buildings helps our dis-
trict to offer a supportive environ-
ment for students and staff. 

(Jen Wimmer is superintendent of
the West Bend School District.) 

Gas prices
I would like to call to attention all the gasoline-price whin-

ers and those who go glassy-eyed over the politics ads by
Republicans throwing blame at Governor Evers and Presi-
dent Biden for the gas prices. Look to the bottom of page 3B
of the July 13 Daily News. 3.3 million barrels of oil are
exported each day from the Gulf. That means shipped away
from the United States, for those of you who don't know
what “exported” means. Again, each day 3.3 million barrels.
And who is to profit? The oil companies, I'm sure. It's not
drill more, it's make more fuel here by refining. And the
Keystone Pipeline would only send more oil for export from
the Gulf. How many gallons of gasoline does a barrel of oil
produce? 27 to 40 gallons is the number I found, depending
on the quality of the crude oil.

So, whine on while filling your land yachts.
— Sonny Schaefer, Hartford

Dentist sentenced
I am responding to the Jackson dentist getting 4 1/2 years

for health care fraud. I think that is a crime in itself. He
injured his patients' teeth purposely for money. The greedy
buzzard!

— Carol Ehnert, Kewaskum 

Joe Biden’s war 
on fossil fuels

“Be thankful for what you have. 
Appreciate the small and simple things.”

— Kyle Carpenter
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