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VICTOR DAVIS
HANSON

Legion post thanks
brat fry supporters

To the editor:
American Legion Post 36 of

West Bend would like to thank
all of you who patronized our
brat frys this past year.

Because of your generosity,
we were able to use the process
for donations to the Honor
Flight project and fund other
veterans programs.

Our sincere thanks to all of
you.

James Maersch
West Bend

By Jen Wimmer 

Several weeks into a very different
school year than in previous years,
many unsung heroes within the West
Bend School District continue to play
a major role in keeping the doors
open. 

These include the school health
room professionals, bus drivers, as
well as staff in our custodial, facili-
ties, nutrition, technology, and
library departments. Without them,
our schools could not be offering in-
person instruction this year or any
other year. Just like our teachers,
administrators, and students, they too
have adjusted practices, added duties,
and continue to show great resolve
during a pandemic. 

Our point person in each school for
all things COVID-19 is the school
health room professional; the West
Bend School District is pleased to
have one in each school. These profes-
sionals are well-versed regarding rec-
ommendations and requirements
from the public health department.
They are also part of the contact trac-
ing team for their school, which
includes leading the effort to contact
families about quarantines. This is all
done while continuing their job of
dispensing medications, reviewing
immunizations, and assisting with
other illnesses and injuries. In just
six months of school last year, our
health room professionals collectively
completed 43,648 office visits. 

Throughout the summer, the facili-
ties crew and custodians prepared the

schools for in-person
instruction by moving
out unnecessary furni-
ture and installing
hand sanitizer dis-
pensers and bottle fill-
ing stations. During
the school year, in
addition to their regu-
lar cleaning, daily
maintenance, and

repair duties, they sanitize through-
out the day, focusing on areas and
items that are touched often. They
provide sanitization supplies to class-
rooms and other areas, such as play-
grounds. Importantly, they are the
rapid response team that sanitizes
any room where a person who tested
positive for COVID-19 was present so
it is safe for future occupants.

When schools were closed in March,
the West Bend School District tech-
nology and library staff used a drive-
through process to get Chromebooks
and hotspots to all students who need-
ed them for distance learning. At the
end of the school year, they estab-
lished another drive-through process
to collect the devices for needed
updates and repairs over the summer.
At the same time, they procured thou-
sands more Chromebooks so all stu-
dents in grades K-12 would have their
own device this school year. The
library staff assisted in these large
distribution operations while also
preparing for adjustments in their
library practices for 2020-2021 which
include bringing library books to the
classrooms. 

Getting students to school and home
requires some new procedures for bus
drivers in 2020-2021. Bus drivers are
sanitizing all highly touched areas of
the bus between routes, as well as
reminding students to wear their face
masks on the bus. A bus driver short-
age continues and I urge anyone
interested in bus driving to contact
Johnson Bus in West Bend at 262-334-
3146. 

The West Bend School District
nutrition staff has incorporated
changes to create a more “grab-and-
go”-style of lunch lines to help
decrease the risk of transferring
germs. School Nutrition has also
taken steps to wrap, package, and
cover all food items, which both helps
with safety and when students take
their lunch to other areas in the build-
ing for physical distancing. This
department is also looking to hire
people to help with breakfast and
lunch at several schools. Please con-
tact Abby Padilla at 262-335-5528 if
you are interested. 

Of course, there are many others
within our schools and in the district
office such as teachers, aides, admin-
istrative assistants, registrars, school
counselors, and many more who work
in a variety of roles to support our
students and schools. I cannot thank
our entire staff enough for all they
have done to get the schools ready to
reopen and what they are now doing
every day to help keep the doors open. 

(Jen Wimmer is superintendent of
the West Bend School District.)

‘Losers’ comment
Last week a Sound Off writer

accused me making a false claim in a
letter I sent to The Daily News. Conse-
quently I feel the need to clarify my
assertion, even though the original
article has been thoroughly covered.
In an article written by Jeffrey Gold-
berg he starts by saying President
Trump canceled a trip to Aisne-Marne
Cemetery. When asked during an
interview on CNN about comments in
a book written by John Bolton which
claimed the trip was canceled due to
weather by the military he responded,
“I am sure all those things are true”
(walking Back the first sentence).
Goldberg did go on to claim he stands

behind the story. However since the
article indicates the trip was canceled
by the president a key portion is
incorrect. Government documents
confirmed that the trip was not can-
celed by Trump. Is it then unreason-
able to question the validity of the
story?  

My letter was meant to emphasize
how the vile and hateful attacks on the
president or anyone willing to defend
him are not civil. It does contribute to
the divisiveness that bothers many of
us. I also assume the comment refer-
ring to Goldberg’s claim that “this is
only the tip of the iceberg” means
there will be many more articles
attacking Trump whether they are
substantiated or not. It is amazing to

me that the same individuals that
make these attacks then go on to claim
the need for everyone to be more hon-
est and respectful. All I am saying is
everyone should be treated with fair-
ness.

— Bob Punzenberger, 
West Bend  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Without common sense in government, civilization can-
not continue. 

After the summer protests and rioting in many large
cities, activists demanded a defunding, or at least radical
pullbacks, of the police. So-called crime experts often con-
curred. So some city governments ignored public warn-
ings and diminished their police presence despite a sharp
rise in crime in many cities. Looting and arson were often
ignored. 

If you call 911 in a large American city, there is no guar-
antee that anyone will answer promptly and send out
police to aid the endangered. So gun sales have soared.
Some people who never before owned weapons, or even
opposed the use of firearms, are now terrified to remain
unarmed. Self-protection often outweighs abstract ideolo-
gy. 

According to a recent Gallup poll, most black Americans
favor maintaining or increasing police presence. Often,
city officials who support cutting back on law enforcement
still expect their own homes and property to be constantly
policed. The same is often true of activist elites who live
far from the inner city. 

Large swaths of the American West are now charred by
out-of-control wildfires. Some governors and many federal
bureaucrats blame the conflagrations on climate change.
But those who actually live within forests, or on moun-
tains and foothills that are historically vulnerable to wild-
fires, know that the epic droughts of 2013-2015 killed or

dried out millions of acres of trees and
vegetation. 

Yet most of these decaying trees
were never removed by authorities.
They now predictably provide the fuel
for the current wildfire Armageddon. 

A few veteran forest managers have
been proverbial voices in the wilder-
ness in recent years. They warned that
ignoring dead trees, limiting the sort
of domestic animal grazing that
reduces dead brush and dry foliage,
forbidding timber companies from
harvesting decaying timber and pre-
venting periodic controlled burns
were collectively a prescription for the
very disasters that now cloud Western
skies with fires, smoke and air pollu-
tion. 

In other words, pragmatic people once understood that
tens of millions of dead trees were not to be left alone as
mulch for premodern ecosystems. In the present, the
dried-up vegetation has served as veritable napalm, caus-
ing traditional fall wildfires to blow up into biblical con-
flagrations that consume homes, property and people. 

The public trust in science depends on its consistency,
its transparency and its divorce from politics and ideology.
There can be no left or right, liberal or conservative, blue-
state or red-state slant if scientific expertise is to be taken
seriously. 

Unfortunately, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the very
opposite has sometimes occurred. 

The World Health Organization initially swore that the
virus was not transmissible by humans, did not warrant
travel bans or mask-wearing, and was not a significant
global threat. The organization’s Chinese patrons had
given WHO an unscientific party line. And its director
then branded the propaganda with superficial scientific
authority. 

American experts at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and other federal health agencies were often
inconsistent on travel bans, testing, masks, quarantines
and medical therapies, and intolerant of dissident medical
research. Authorities rarely could consistently explain to
the public how the virus was spread; why children, who
were rarely stricken, were kept from attending school; and
whether quarantines were aimed at flattening the curve of
infection, eliminating it altogether or just waiting out the
virus. 

The elderly were rightly deemed the most vulnerable.
But then, inexplicably, they were often exposed to newly
arriving infected patients in their long-term care facili-
ties. 

When millions of people hit the streets to protest the
death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police,
many health care professionals ignored the supposedly
dangerous mass meetings that they had earlier insisted
were major public health threats. 

More than 1,000 health professionals, sympathetic to
protests, even signed an open letter declaring that social
activism was, for the moment, more important than social
distancing. 

When supporters of President Donald Trump then went
to open-air rallies, many medical experts suddenly called
these assemblies dangerous to public health. In truth,
either both or neither types of public outings are danger-
ous. 

For six months, experts have given the American public
contradictory and weaponized election-year directives on
masks, social distancing, lockdowns, school closures and
workplace policies. 

All of these matters of public health reveal the disasters
that follow when common sense is ignored and ideology
reigns. 

Most Americans know that only the police can protect
the vulnerable in times of social chaos. 

Most people instinctively sense that when vast swaths of
dead trees are not removed from dense forests, they will
eventually serve as kindling for raging firestorms. 

And when scientific expertise offers ever-changing,
inconsistent and occasionally absurd public health advice,
then people turn to their own instincts and innate com-
mon sense to protect themselves and their livelihoods. 

Experts, not common-sense citizens, have been failing
America. 

(Author Victor Davis Hanson, a historian at the Hoover
Institution at Stanford University, is a recipient of the 2007
National Humanities Medal. He can be reached by emailing
authorvdh@gmail.com.)

Civilization 
requires collective

common sense

“There are many spokes 
on the wheel of life. First, we’re here

to explore new possibilities.”
— Ray Charles

TODAY’S INSPIRATION

SOUND OFF

By Sen. Alberta Darling

Our state was dealing with a men-
tal health crisis before the pandemic
and it’s now much more clear the
lockdowns are making it worse.
According to the Centers for Disease
Control, one-quarter of young adults
have thought about suicide during
this pandemic.

The month of September is Suicide
Prevention Month and I am grateful
my colleagues and I made fighting
this crisis a top priority during our
legislative session. The need is great.
Teen suicide has doubled since 2007.
Our state ranks near the bottom in
the number of youth who experi-
enced a major depressive episode but
did not get mental health services.
Twenty-four percent of kids in our
state are diagnosed with a mental ill-
ness. We are ranked too low (36th) in
the number of mental health work-
ers who can help. I led efforts to
change these rankings and continue
to bring awareness to the issue.

During the last state budget, I made
sure before it was sent to the gover-
nor that we focused on investing in
mental health. We doubled current
funding for student mental health
programs to help kids access needed
services and our total investment in

mental health funding
reached $18.57 million.
I also led on investing
in the Child Psychia-
try Consultation Pro-
gram which connects
primary-care doctors
with child psychia-
trists so they can ade-
quately treat the kids

in their care.
I didn’t stop there to help kids get

the help and support they need. A bill
I authored with Assembly Majority
Leader Jim Steineke of Kaukauna,
Wisconsin Act 117, allows the Medi-
cal College of Wisconsin to create a
school-based mental health consulta-
tion pilot program. The pilot will
educate school personnel on how to
manage mental health concerns in
the classroom, where to refer com-
plex cases, and will also receive edu-
cational training seminars.

I also led the efforts to fund peer-to-
peer suicide prevention programs for
our schools. Peer-to-peer programs
like Hope Squad and Sources of
Strength are making a real differ-
ence in preventing suicides. The pro-
grams help change the way kids talk
about mental health, train peers to
identify signs of crisis and seek help,
and train student leaders for kids to

contact when they need additional
support.

Tragically, suicide is the ninth
leading cause of death in our state.
For kids between the ages of 10 and
18, it’s the second leading cause of
death. Peer-to-peer programs will
help kids see a support network in
their school and help them under-
stand that they are not alone.

I am proud of the efforts we’ve
made to make this issue a priority
but there is much more work to do.
Most importantly, if you know some-
one in crisis, don’t be afraid to ask
the tough questions. If you are strug-
gling, help is available by calling 1-
800-273-TALK (8255).

(Senator Darling, R- River Hills,
represents portions of Milwaukee,
Ozaukee, Washington, and Waukesha
counties.)

Open Meetings & Open Records Law
Section 19.31, Wisconsin Statutes
“In recognition of the fact that a representative government of the
American type is dependent upon an informed electorate, it is
declared to be the public policy of this state that all persons are
entitled to the greatest possible information regarding the affairs of
government and the official acts of those officers and employees
who represent them.
“Further, providing persons with such information is declared to be
an essential function of representative government and an integral
part of the routine duties of officers and employees whose respon-
sibility it is to provide such information.”
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September is suicide prevention month

Unsung heroes helping keep schools open

Wimmer 

SOUND OFF 
Responders are required to sign their
names. Please provide a phone number 
for verification and the community 
where you live. Your phone number 
will not be published.
Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com

There can be
no left or right,

liberal or 
conservative,
blue-state or

red-state slant
if scientific

expertise is to
be taken 
seriously.

CORRECTION
Mark Belling’s column of Wednesday, Sept. 23, gave

incorrect information about in-person voting. The first
day of in-person absentee voting is Tuesday, Oct. 20.
Further, those voting absentee in person should not
report to their regular polling place, but instead visit
their municipal building or city hall.

The Freeman strives for fairness and accuracy in its
news reports. If you spot an error, contact Managing
Editor Katherine Beck at 262-513-2644.

Darling

Tragically, suicide is the ninth 
leading cause of death in our state.

For kids between the ages 
of 10 and 18, it’s the second 

leading cause of death.

TO WRITE
LETTERS POLICY: The Daily News welcomes letters to
the editor. Letters can be no more than 300 words, must
be legibly written or typed. The author must sign the let-
ter and include a telephone number and address where
the author can be reached. We reserve the right to edit
for length, libel and content in poor taste. Mail letters to
100 S. Sixth Ave., West Bend 53095, fax 262-338-1984 
or email: letters@conleynet.com


